   
FAQs

Smart Scheme

This document provides potential applicants for Technology Strategy Board funding under the Smart (formerly known as Grant for Research and Development) scheme with answers to a number of frequently asked questions. These will be revised and added to over time in response to queries from applicants and assessors. These questions are specific to this scheme only.  For general FAQs relating to the Technology Strategy Board and its other funding programmes please visit the website.

What is Smart?

The objective of the Smart programme is to assist small and medium sized businesses, including pre-start-ups and start-ups, to engage in Research & Development projects in strategically important areas of science, engineering and technology from which successful new products, processes and services can emerge.

How does Smart differ from Grant for Research and Development?
It doesn’t.  The scheme remains the same.  The only change is the name as announced by the Department for Business, Innovation and skills in December 2011

What kinds of project are supported under the programme?

There are three types of project that you can apply for under this programme:
Proof of Market (up to £25,000 grant)
Proof of Concept (up to £100,000 grant)
Development of Prototype (up to £250,000 grant)

For more details please see the Guidance for Applicants

What are Responsive and Thematic modes?

Smart is offered in two modes, responsive and thematic.

In responsive mode, projects may address any research and development topic or technology area that the applicant wishes to pursue.

In thematic mode, the Technology Strategy Board will define the scope of the competition and applications can only be made when a thematic competition has been called.

Do I have to fund part of the project myself?

The grants are for matched funding. You will need to find alternative sources of funding for part of the project. The level of the match funding is dependent on your business size and on the project details. Details can be found in the Guidance for Applicants.


How much funding is available?

Levels of funding depend on the type of grant applied for and the size of the applicant business. Details can be found in the Guidance for Applicants.

Is my business eligible to submit an application to the Smart scheme?

This programme is only open to UK SMEs. Your business must be an SME as defined in the EU guidance http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/sme/facts-figures-analysis/sme-definition/index_en.htm .  It is your responsibility to confirm that you comply with this definition.

I am a Pre-Startup Company, may I apply?

Yes, we encourage applications from businesses at all stages, provided they meet the SME requirement.

I am based at a University, may I apply?

Academic institutions are not eligible. However, a spin out that is less than 50% owned by its academic parent may be eligible provided it complies with the definition of an SME. 

My organisation is a Registered Charity, may I apply?

Registered charities are eligible provided they comply with the definition of an SME.

My business is registered outside the UK, may I apply?

The scheme is only available for UK based SMEs.  

How do I submit my application?

Details on the application process can be found in the guidance for applicants which can be downloaded from http://www.innovateuk.org/deliveringinnovation/smart.ashx

Applications are submitted electronically and applicants are required to register. The application and registration portal can be found at https://competitions.innovateuk.org/Security/Login.aspx

What is the deadline for applications?

In responsive mode, there is no specific deadline, applications may be submitted at any time. There will be 6 points during the year where batches of applications will be assessed. The dates of these batch assessments will be published on the website.

In thematic mode the deadlines will be published in the Competition Brief for each competition.

How will the successful applications be chosen?

Proposals will be chosen by an expert group of selected assessors and a final assessment panel. 

When will I find out if my application has been successful?

In responsive mode, applicants will normally be informed a month after the batch assessment date following submission.

In thematic mode, dates for notification will be published within the competition brief.  

Who owns the Intellectual Property Generated by the Project?

Intellectual property created in the project remains the property of the applicant.  

Can I work in collaboration with other businesses?

Grants will be awarded only to individual businesses. However, applicants may identify components of the work which they wish to subcontract and may also employ specialist consultants or advisers if they believe this will increase the chances of the project being successful.

Do Smart grants constitute State Aid?

Yes, these grants constitute State Aid but are offered under a notified exempt permission. You should ensure that you comply with the eligibility requirements of the State Aid notification for this scheme.  Full details are in the Guidance for Applicants.

What Project Costs can I claim?

Eligible costs are clearly defined within the Guidance for Applicants

Who should I contact if I have any further questions?

Questions should be addressed to the Helpline on 0300 321 4357 or support@tsb.gov.uk

