
‘There is a growing market for products 
which deliver the performance 
the customer wants – and that is 
sacrosanct, because there are a lot of 
products out there that are green but 
don’t perform – but are also reducing 
the environmental burden,’ according to 
Dr Phil Taylor of ICI Paints AkzoNobel. 

In the US, sustainable, non-solvent 
paint solutions now account for about 
70% of the total US paint and coatings 
market (iGreenBuild.com, 2007).

Both those targets, sustained 
performance and lower environmental 
impact, were achieved with the launch 
of the Ecosure range of paints in 2008, 
the VOC 2010 range in 2009 and 
associated products.

The benefi ts of the project have been 
felt throughout the supply chain, with 
a reduced carbon footprint and a 
lower waste and water burden. Raw 
material suppliers now capture and 
recycle processing water, and some 

use hydroelectric power in the extracting 
process. ICI Paints AkzoNobel have also 
produced a paint solidifi er, turning liquid 
paint into a crumbly solid which is easier 
and safer to dispose of, and leaves the 
can clean enough to be recycled. 

And the development within the project 
of techniques such as the Streamlined 
Life Cycle Analysis tool and the 
Environmental Impact Analyser have 
ensured that the Forum for the Future 
will be able to apply lessons learned 
in this project to other manufacturing 
processes for products as diverse as 
washing machines and sandwiches.

‘We haven’t solved everything. We’re 
on a journey to becoming increasingly 
green, and this is one step,’ says Dr 
Taylor. There is more work to be done 
on the last stage of that journey, the 
disposal of surplus paint, even the 
environmental impact of paint still on 
walls that have been demolished and 
used as hard core.
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As the world becomes more eco-aware, the pressure 
on companies bidding for big contracts to ensure 
they’re aware of sustainability issues has become 
increasingly intense. Now ICI Paints AkzoNobel has 
made meeting those expectations considerably 
easier with a range of paints that signifi cantly lessen 
the impact on the environment throughout the 
production process – ‘from cradle to grave’.

The results
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The need
In 2006, ICI Paints AkzoNobel 
was already working on reducing 
solvents in paints, in anticipation of 
an EU directive that eventually did 
come into force. But the company, 
aware of its responsibilities as 
the market leader in this country, 
wanted to look beyond that one 
issue to the sustainability of the 
whole production process, from 
the extraction of raw materials, 
through production and application, 
to the fi nal disposal of old and 
surplus paint. Carillion, an important 
specifi er for ICI Paints’ products 
and a major force in hospital and 
other public works construction, 
had already fl agged up that 
sustainability was becoming an 
increasingly important factor in their 
business. The result was a three-
way partnership with Forum for the 
Future, the sustainable development 
organisation, in a three-year project.
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Collaborative research and development 
projects are one of the tools that the Technology 
Strategy Board uses to drive innovation in 
the UK. The Technology Strategy Board is a 
business-led executive non-departmental public 

body, established by the Government. Its role 
is to promote and support research into, and 
development and exploitation of, technology and 
innovation for the benefi t of UK business, in order 
to increase economic growth and improve the 
quality of life. It is sponsored by the Department for 
Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS).
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ICI Paints AkzoNobel has made further 
improvements to Ecosure, taking its 
carbon footprint to 35% lower than its 
standard matt paint. In January 2010 it 
also launched Ecosense, a retail paint, 
in DIY stores nationwide.  Ecosense has 
a carbon footprint 50% lower than the 
standard Dulux retail paint. 

Next steps
‘What the professional 
market wants is 
product performance 
and sustainability – 
and that’s what this 
project has delivered.’
DR PHIL TAYLOR, 

ICI PAINTS AKZONOBELTo receive more information on Ecosure register online at www.duluxtrade.co.uk

You can also request information, technical advice and help with product
specification by calling 0870 242 1100 Email: duluxtrade_advice@ici.com

Or write to: Trade Technical Advice Centre, ICI Paints, Wexham Road, Slough SL2 5DS

ICI, The ICI Roundel, Dulux Trade, and Ecosure are registered trademarks of Imperial Chemical
Industries Ltd. © ICI 2008
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Some paints deliver sustainability. 

Some paints deliver performance.

Now there's a range that gives you
the best of both.

• High opacity matt emulsion that provides 
excellent coverage and application**

• 25% less embodied carbon*
• Packaging contains 25% post-consumer plastic

• Quick drying, durable high sheen finish for all 
interior wood and metal

• Excellent flow and application 
• Non-yellowing
• 30% less embodied carbon when gloss and 

undercoat used as system*
• Can contains 50% recycled metal

ECOSURE MATT:

ECOSURE WATER-BASED GLOSS:

• Durable, quick drying with good opacity 
and adhesion

• Suitable for interior wood and metal
• 30% less embodied carbon when gloss and

undercoat used as system*
• For best results, overcoat with Ecosure Water-

based Gloss
• Can contains 50% recycled metal

ECOSURE WATER-BASED UNDERCOAT:

NEW Ecosure. 

The environmentally
focused paint range 
that really delivers.

PRODUCT

* As measured by the Impact Analyser

** The wet (in-use) opacity is noticeably low, but by using dry-hiding technology we can ensure that the 
product delivers excellent opacity when dry.
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Some paints deliver sustainability. 

Some paints deliver performance.

Now there's a range that gives you

Suitable for interior wood and metal
• 30% less embodied carbon when gloss and

undercoat used as system*
• For best results, overcoat with Ecosure Water-ater-ater

based Gloss
• Can contains 50% recycled metal

•  The Environmental Impact 

Analyser is a tool to help  

businesses develop more  

sustainable products

•  It has been used by ICI Paints 

to launch a range of Dulux 

paint with significantly lower 

environmental impacts (         ) 

•  It was jointly developed by ICI 

Paints, Forum for the Future 

and Carillion Building

A step towards greener
~ working together for the environment and the economy
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